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This will enable the Haitian Government
to provide the security necessary for inter-
national institutions and private institutions
to resume the delivery of basic humanitarian
assistance. Then, in months not years, the co-
alition will pass the baton to the United Na-
tions. The U.N. mission in Haiti will take
over the peacekeeping effort and continue
to professionalize Haiti’s police and military.
It will leave Haiti no later than 18 months
from now, after the next elections are held
and a new government takes office.

Over time, all of us here, and the inter-
national financial institutions as well, will be
involved in helping Haiti to recover, in pro-
viding Haiti with the economic and humani-
tarian and technical assistance that will be
required to keep the country on the path of
progress and democracy. But all of us realize,
none more than President Aristide, that in
the end, the job of rebuilding Haiti belongs
to the Haitian people.

I think they ask for nothing more than the
opportunity to meet that challenge. And sir,
I say again to you today, the spirit of rec-
onciliation, the hand which you have reached
out, even in this hour, to those who have
taken democracy away, is critical to your suc-
cess, and I applaud you for what you have
said.

Our international coalition goes to Haiti
to give democracy a chance—we cannot
guarantee it—to remove cruel and brutal dic-
tators but not to impose a future on Haiti.
We cannot do that; that is for the Haitians
to make themselves. But I hope and believe
that what we are doing will not only be suc-
cessful but will generate support from even
more nations. I think as we go along, you
will see more and more countries from all
over the world coming to be a part of this.
I invite them to do so.

Together, we can help to ensure that the
bright light of democracy once again burns
in Haiti; that we have taken a stand that helps
restore human rights and end an almost un-
imaginable brutality; and that we will send
a clear message that people who keep their
word to the international community—who
give their word should keep it.

Ladies and gentlemen, there are some
more things which I believe we all need to
discuss and certainly things which our coali-

tion partners are entitled to know and ques-
tions they might want to ask. So I have asked
the Chairman of our Joint Chiefs of Staff,
General Shalikashvili, to discuss in more de-
tail the military and security aspects of our
efforts.

Let me say, if I might, to all of you, I ap-
preciate the fact that you have given us your
people to serve as a part of this effort. I know
you appreciate the fact that in this world,
dealing with difficulties, there is no such
thing as a risk-free effort. But I will tell you
that General Shalikashvili and the other lead-
ers of our military have worked and planned
and done everything they possibly could to
maximize the chances of success and mini-
mize the risks to your people and the risks
to human life generally, consistent with the
spirit outlined in President Aristide’s re-
marks.

With that, I leave you with General
Shalikashvili and the Secretary of State. And
I thank you all again very, very much. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks Honoring African-
American Veterans of World War II
September 16, 1994

Thank you very much, Congressman Ran-
gel, Secretary Brown, Chairman Mfume,
other members of the Congressional Black
Caucus, and to all of the veterans of our
Armed Forces who are here, to your family
members and friends, my fellow Americans.
I am proud to be here to honor the African-
American veterans of World War II.

This is a distinguished generation in the
history of African-American military service.
But you belong to a legacy older than the
Declaration of Independence, one that in-
cludes the legendary service of the Massa-
chusetts 54th in our Civil War, the Buffalo
Soldiers in the West, the 92nd Division in
World War I.

Congressman Rangel, I’m sure most of you
know, is a decorated veteran of the Korean
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war, and he had a son who served in the
United States Marine Corps. I want to recog-
nize his service and that of the other veterans
of the Congressional Black Caucus: Con-
gressmen Blackwell, Bishop, Clay, Conyers,
Dellums, Dixon, Jefferson, Rush, Stokes,
Scott, and Towns.

I also want to acknowledge our Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, Jesse Brown. I’m grateful
to have him in my Cabinet not only because
he is the first African-American Secretary of
Veterans Affairs but because he is a genuine
hero of our military service and someone, as
Congressman Rangel said, who has been a
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and a secretary
for America’s veterans. I was telling him on
the way over here, I had just gotten another
one of his letters reminding me that there
was something else I should have done that
I had not yet done for the veterans of this
country. [Laughter] I told him, when we had
our little interview before I became Presi-
dent, that I expected him not only to be loyal
to me but loyal to you and that as long as
he were honest and straightforward with me,
he could fulfill both loyalties. I can honestly
say he is doing his best to follow my admoni-
tion. [Laughter]

I want to note that today is also POW–
MIA Recognition Day, a day to recognize
those Americans who were held prisoner of
war or those who remain unaccounted for,
the missing who never received their proper
welcome home. They are not forgotten. The
United States stands firmly resolved to help
their young loved ones find the answers they
deserve. And even today, we are working
hard in investing a significant amount of
money in that endeavor in Southeast Asia.

For decades, African-American veterans
were missing in our Nation’s memories of
World War II. For too long, you were sol-
diers in the shadows, forgotten heroes. Today
it should be clear to you, all of you, you are
forgotten no more.

I’m very proud of your service to our coun-
try. You’ve protected and expanded the free-
doms that all the rest of us enjoy today. Our
Nation’s debt to you can never be fully re-
paid, but we can certainly honor your service,
as we do today.

Americans endured much during World
War II, the terrible loss of lives, the separa-

tion of families and loved ones, the interrup-
tions of life on the homefront. All our people
felt some of that. But no group of Americans
endured what African-Americans endured in
uniform. You had to win the right to fight
the enemy we faced in common. You en-
dured the indignities of double standards for
black troops, the put-downs, the segregated
units and bases, some of which gave you less
freedom to move than German prisoners of
war. You defended America with no guaran-
tees that your own freedom would be de-
fended in return.

I’m just reading the new book by Doris
Kearns Goodwin about World War II and
President and Mrs. Roosevelt, war on the
homefront, war abroad. She was constantly
urging her husband to try to do something
about the double standard accorded to Afri-
can-American people in the military and de-
manded, among other things, that people
who wanted to enlist in the Navy ought to
be able to do something besides work in the
mess.

We’ve come a long way since then, largely
because of you and many tens of thousands
like you who disproved the false stereotypes,
who showed that American troops were, are,
and always will be the best trained, the best
prepared fighting force in history, regardless
of the color of their skin. In fact, units com-
prised entirely or mostly of African-Ameri-
cans performed remarkably, groups honored
today such as the famed Tuskegee Airmen.
This is something—[applause]—to the
Tuskegee Airmen, stand up there. When I
was in Europe recently to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the liberation of Italy and
Rome and D-Day, I was escorted on part
of my journey by a Tuskegee Airman from
my home State who told me what is now in
my notes here—[laughter]—that Tuskegee
Airmen flew 1,578 combat missions and they
were the only fighter group in the Mediterra-
nean, black or white, never to lose a single,
solitary bomber under escort.

The Red Ball Express, they landed at Nor-
mandy in the wake of D-Day and rushed ma-
teriel to supply the rapid Allied advance. The
U.S. Army’s 761st Tank Battalion, the first
black armored unit to see combat in World
War II—are they here? [Applause] Thank
you. They fought bravely at the Battle of the
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Bulge and did so while in combat for 183
days in a row.

In Europe, North Africa, the Pacific, or
stateside, in the Army, the Navy, the Air
Force, the Marines, the Coast Guard, more
than a million African-American men and
women helped to win this century’s greatest
fight for freedom. In helping to show the
world what America was against, you helped
to show America what America is for. You
helped to liberate all of us from segregation.
The civil rights marches were already under-
way every time you marched in a uniform.
And today, at the end of the cold war, we
should do everything we can to pay back the
debt we owe, to move forward as a nation
as you helped America to move forward after
World War II.

Most of you were born in the years after
World War I, a time when America came
home from victory and retreated from the
world, a time in which insecurity arose. As
Hitler’s hate spread overseas, the Red Scare
and the Ku Klux Klan grew up here at home.
But after World War II, we avoided a lot
of those mistakes. We turned our old adver-
saries into new allies. We brought prosperity
into our own economy, even as we built the
global economy. We educated our people for
new work and propelled a movement for civil
rights that lifted millions of Americans into
equal dignity and gave all Americans at least
some chance to join the middle class.

Now we have to do what your generation
did for us, to guide new democracies into
an era of security and prosperity, to renew
our own economy, to give hope to our com-
munities, to give every individual the tools
they need to assume personal responsibility
for themselves and their families, to prepare
our young people for life in the 21st century.
And perhaps still most difficult of all, we have
got to find a way to work together in this
country to make a strength out of our diver-
sity, to prove that in a global economy where
the Earth is smaller and smaller, the fact that
we are nations of many races and faiths and
many backgrounds is a great source of
strength if we will tap it with open minds
and open hearts.

Here in the Government, the President
and the Congress, we have some power to
bring more jobs and lower the deficit. We

have the power to pass laws that will help
people to combat crime and will help to open
trading opportunities all around the world.
We have the power to pass laws that will give
communities the tools they need to rebuild
and give families the breaks they need to suc-
ceed at work and at home, like the Family
Leave Act.

But one thing I’ve learned here now in
nearly 2 years as President: No matter how
much progress we make in passing the laws,
what goes on in the hearts of our countrymen
is still the most important thing. And there
is still too much in our country that divides
us, too many who see the glass as half-empty
instead of half-full. We can win the battles
before us. There is no problem we face today
that America cannot overcome. But we have
to have the spirit and the character and the
sheer endurance and faith that so many of
your demonstrated by the dignity and cour-
age of your service in the Second World War.

Before I turn the microphone over to Con-
gressman Sanford Bishop of Georgia, who
will read the awards as Secretary Brown and
I congratulate the honorees, let me say just
a word about Haiti, since Congressman Ran-
gel was kind enough to mention it.

As all of you know now, it is a place where
terrible atrocities have occurred. After a
democratic leader was thrown out and dic-
tators took over, people were murdered,
slashed, raped, anything to intimidate them
into submission. It is a place where democ-
racy has been taken away, the only place in
our entire hemisphere where an elected gov-
ernment was supplanted with a dictatorship.
Because of the oppression and the difficul-
ties, it is a place where we have had many
immigrants streaming out of it, looking for
freedom and relief. And unless we act, there
will be more.

I hope you also know that we have bent
over backwards now for 3 years to avoid this
confrontation. We have sought a peaceful so-
lution, repeatedly. Last year we made an
agreement here in the United States; the dic-
tator, General Cédras, came here and signed
an agreement in which he promised to leave
power in return for a spirit of a reconciliation
and humanity, putting the country back to-
gether. And then when the day came to keep
the deal, he broke it, turned the United Na-
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tions away, and now they’re even refusing to
talk to representatives of the United Nations.

Well, here in our neighborhood, that level
of human rights abuse, the loss of democracy
through robbery, the continued threat of the
instability of immigration, and breaking your
word to the United States, United Nations,
and all your neighbors, those things are
things which cannot stand.

I also want to say, as all of you know, our
military is as good as it’s ever been, perhaps
better than it’s ever been. It’s more united,
more flexible, more modern, and yet more
skilled in the old-fashioned virtues and abili-
ties perhaps than ever before. Our leaders
have prepared well for this moment, while
hoping that it would not be necessary. But
as all of you know, as well as any American,
there is no such thing as a risk-free journey
in this area.

We have done everything we can to be
deliberate and fair. Even at this hour, just
a few minutes ago, we had all the members
of our coalition, including the Prime Min-
isters of several of the Caribbean countries,
into the White House. President Aristide
made a speech in which he said, ‘‘No vio-
lence, reconciliation. Let’s don’t do this; let’s
don’t take retribution on each other any-
more.’’ This is a right cause, with a country
that is near, in our own neighborhood, where
the mission is plain and limited and achiev-
able.

And I just want to say to all of you that
I honor your contributions, and I know you
honor the contributions of all those young
men and women in uniform who now are
able to achieve their God-given abilities in
the service of their country without regard
to their race because of what you did.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:59 p.m. at the
Longworth House Office Building. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 17, 1994

Good morning. The night before last, I
spoke with you about why America’s interests

compel us to help restore democratic govern-
ment in Haiti.

For 3 years, the United Nations, the Carib-
bean community, and the Organization of
American States have pursued every diplo-
matic avenue possible. But the dictators re-
jected all of our efforts, and their reign of
terror, a campaign of murder, rape, and mu-
tilation, gets worse with every passing day.
Now we must act.

Our reasons are clear: to stop the horrific
atrocities that threaten thousands of men,
women, and children in Haiti, here in our
own neighborhood; to affirm our determina-
tion that we keep our commitments and we
expect others to keep their commitments to
us; to avert the flow of thousands of more
refugees and to secure our borders; and to
preserve the stability of democracy in our
hemisphere.

Today I’d like to speak with you about the
steps we are now taking to ensure that these
brutal dictators leave and leave now. The
preparations of the extraordinary inter-
national coalition we have assembled are pro-
ceeding without delay. Even as I speak with
you, our Armed Forces, in coordination with
personnel from 24 other nations from all
around the world, are poised to end the reign
of terror that has plagued Haiti since the
military coup 3 years ago. I have great pride
and confidence in our troops. Our leaders
have prepared their mission very, very care-
fully, and our forces are clearly the finest in
the world.

At the same time, it is the responsibility
of any American President to pursue every
possible alternative to the use of force in
order to avoid bloodshed and the loss of
American lives. That is why this morning, at
my request, President Carter, former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Colin Powell, and chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee Senator Sam
Nunn left for Haiti. Their mission is to make
one last best effort to provide a peaceful, or-
derly transfer of power, to minimize the loss
of life, and to maximize the chances of secu-
rity for all Haitians and, of course, for our
own troops in the coalition force.

On Thursday night, I stated that the
Cédras regime’s time is up. Their time is up.
The remaining question is not whether they
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